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. STATE COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY “
Pennsylvania Erie Lrie
HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS MNO.
C.M. Reed Block (Erie Cazette, 16 August, 1860) PA-1957
SECONDARY OR COMMOM MNAMES OF STRUCTURE
Franks Hotel
COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)
"P-2h.26 East 5th St., 4 2R-L30-432 French 5t.
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION UINCLUDE SOURCE) [ARCHITECT(S} (INCLUDE SQURLE)
1860 (Tax records) John Hill (Erie Garette, 16 Aurust, 1860)

SIGMIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORTGTNAL USE OF STRUCTURE]

Built by Erie’'s leading businessman of the time, and Adesiened by a
self-taught but accomplished architect. Erected 3 2 comme=cial

stracture.
STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE

Commercial It=liznate
MATERIAL OF COMSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

Masonry

1" SHAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTASLE)

Building is essentially rectangular, measuring 12C feet along the front
A AO foot i+ RAanth
EXTERIOR FEATURES OF MOTE
A large but low-rise comnercial design, with a highly natterned
but judiciocusly detailed facade.

INTERIOR FzATURES OF NOTE (OESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHEOD)
Adartation as hotel in 1940 pretty much obliterated original interior
layout, Second floor sky-light still remsins.

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADOITIONS WITH DATES
“ilasters removed from first story. Door and virdow placement cherged.

Alterations were probably ca. 1930.

PRESENT CONDITIOM ANO USE
Condition generally poor. Rezr wall sevarated from structural members.

"JOTHER INFORMAT ION AS APPROPRIATE
Declared eligible for Kational Ferister,

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUOE LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)
l. Tax records, City Pirecteries, County Histories, nwensver accounts,
site surveys.

COMFILER, AFFILIATION _ DATE
John R, Claridge, Erie County Historical Society 1Q/5/82
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C.M. REED BLOCK
(FRANK'S HOTEL)
HABS No. PA-1957 (Page 2)

HISTORICAL INFO®MATION

1. Original and subsecuent owners: references to the chain of title to
the land upon which the structure stands, are in the 0ffice of the
Recorder of Deeds, Erie County Courthouse, %rie, Pa.

1837 Deed, November 1, 1837, recorded in Volume X, page 321,
Judzsh Colt, Thoas Colt et al to Rufus 3. Reed. Lot #2589,
#3,000. Lot #7592 was acguired prior to 1823, for which years
all records were destroyed by fire,

187 Will, March 31, 1847, recorded in Volume B, page 183, Entire
] ’ 3 ’ g
R.3, Reed estate to Hancy Reed (wife).

186L 17111, Sentember 20, 1864, recorded in Volume C, page 502,
"I give, de¥ise, and begueal™ to my =on Charles M, Reed, all
my versonal and real estate not heretofecre devised or
beoueathed."North half of Lot #2532 bequezthed to Anna C.G.
Clay,

1940 Deed, December 26, 194C, recorded in Volume 4C6, page 70.
Charles M, Reed estate to John Xenyon. From northwest corner
ef French ard 5th, 120 3/b feet west x %11 Teet north x
120 3/% feet east x 614 feet south. Having erected thereon
two-story brick building., 7,500,

1955 Deed, Sevtember 195, 1955, recorded in Volume 7171, pare Loo,
John Xenyon tc Max Silver and Morris Radov. AS above,
241,070,

196€ Desd, May 13, 19568, recorded ir Volume 981, page 183,
Max Silver and Barney Radov to Frank and Mary ButchkKoskey,
As above. $£60,000.
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C.M. REED BLOCK
(FRANK'S HOTEL)
HABS No. PA-1957 (Page 3)

. 2. Historical Bverts snd Persons Conrected with the Structure

The building occuvnies an imnortsrt site in Erie’s early history. -
It was here that Rufus Seth Reed, son of the first family to
settle in the area, built a combined store and home in 180k,

Later the Gazette, Erie's first vermanent newspaber was pub-
lished on the ground floor of this frame structure from 1820

until 1836, Reed himself continued to use the north portion

of the buildineg as his residence before moving into 2 new

manigon at the southeast corner of Stzte and South Park ®ow

in 1836.

On ¥ay 1C, 1860 a fire destroyed all the wooden buildinrs
from the middle of the north side of 5th Street between State
and French, around the corner to the middle of the west side
of French between L4th and 5th. In August of the same year

the sor Charles Manning Reed erected the present brick
building on the site of the old. It wzs bszsed on a design by
the notable Erie architect John Hill, ard was called

" substahtisl and beautiful”.

The major tenants of the building during the 19th century and
first auarter of the 20th century, were two prominent grocers
H,B. Claus and Charles B, Wuenschel., Claus opened a grocery
. and wholesale liouor store in 1863, ard sold the business
' to Wuenschel in 1887, The Wuenschel firm remained at the
locztion until 1927. During the latter yesrs it traded
exclusively ir wholesale tobacco and cigars due to Prohibition,

The building was used zs a hotel for the first time in 1940,
its customers reflecting the declining fortunes of the
neighborhood in which it is located.

The signicance of the bullding derives from 1ts assoclation
with a leading Erie fzmily, a recognized local architect,
and its long reriod of occurvancy by two successful merchants
of German extraction.
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